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Unit 1

Introduction to Soil Types and Structure
In this unit you will learn about the soil testing process, understand the different types of soil and soil structures and analyze what pasture management means to you.
Objectives

In this unit, you should:
· Perform a soil test. 

· Describe pasture management and use patterns which damage soil quality
Outcomes: 
· Understand steps and process of soil testing. 
· Identify different types of soil. 
· Identify different soil structures. 
· Describe pasture management. 
· Learn patterns which damage soil quality.

	Unit Instructions

	
To Do List: 
1. View the Power Point: “Introduction to Soil Types, Structure and Pasture Management”
2. Watch the short video “Collecting Soil Samples: From the Ground Up”
3. Complete the Discussion Board “What is Pasture Management to You?” (15pts)
4. Complete the Dropbox Assignment SOIL LAB: Perform Your Soil Test (Part One and Part Two) (25 pts)
5. Take the Quiz over the readings (10 pts)
Assignment Video: Watch the video “Collecting Soil Samples: From the Ground Up” http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3he8yFg7YX8 .This video will show you a simple method of collecting a soil sample.

Power Point:  View the Power Point “Introduction to Soil Types, Structure and Pasture Management”
Drop Box Assignment: SOIL LAB: Perform Your Soil Test
This assignment has two parts. Part one is to complete your own soil test. After viewing the video “Collecting Soil Samples; From the Ground Up” and reading “Soil Sampling Pastures” complete your own soil test and submit your sample to your own area extension center. Before you begin you should call your local extension center for current fees and services information and request an interpretation of your soil test results. Be sure to inquire about what types of soil samples your lab accepts. Some labs may not take agriculture pasture samples but take regular backyard or garden samples. Depending on your particular soil sample you need to find a lab to suit your needs and location. Also find out testing costs and how long it will take to get your sample results. Often labs will provide sample bags for you before you take your soil test if you call to request sampling information. Then you are ready to take your soil sample. You may sample soil from your own farm, a farm you have access to or even your own back yard. 

For part two of the assignment write a report of your process and findings. Then submit to the Dropbox. Be sure to include the following information in your report:

1. The name of the location where you took your soil sample.

2. The name and address of your local extension center.

3. Current fees and services they offer

4. Sampling services they offer

5. How long it will take to get your soil sample interpretation results
This assignment is worth 25 points.

Discussion Board: “What is Pasture Management to You?” 

For this discussion board reflect on what you have read for this week and formulate your own personal definition of pasture management. Then think about what it means to you and your personal ambitions in farming. Post your definition, views on pasture management and how you think it will apply to your present/future farming operation to the discussion board. This post is worth (15 points). 

Quiz: Take the 10 point quiz over the readings.




Complete all assignments by 11:59 p.m. on the assigned due date.
Please check the course website regularly for announcements.
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